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Preamble
Russian Telemedicine Consortium,

Brazilian Telemedicine University Network RUTE / National Research and
Education Network RNP

School of Telemedicine & Biomedical Informatics National Resource Center,
Indian National Medical College Network, SGPGIMS, Lucknow, India,

Sharghai Advanced-Research Institute, Chinese Academy of Sciences,

Nelson R Mandela School of Medicine, University of KwaZulu-Natal,
University of Limpopo South Africa

hereinafter referred to as "Participants" in order to coordinate actions in the sphere of
telemedicine and for a successful implementation of the project "Creating compatible
integrated telemedicine systems in the BRICS member states regions" (the Project) using
the principle of equality and mutual respect,
based on:
I. «Experts memorandum of the VI" International I'T-Forum with the participation of
BRICS member states» with an appeal to the Governments of the BRICS member states to
support the project (Khanty-Mansiysk, June 6, 2014)
2. "BRICS member states telemedicine experts' appeal to the Ministries of Health of the
BRICS member states" to support the inclusion of the Project into the program of financing
by the New Development Bank (NDB) of the BRICS members states (VII" International
[T Forum with the participation of the BRICS member states, Khanty-Mansiysk, July 7,
2015) _
3. Recommendations of the Moscow Declaration and Action Plan adopted at the Moscow
meeting of the BRICS Ministers of Science, Technology and Innovation (Moscow, 27-29
October 2015)
4. Recommendations of the BRICS New Development Bank for the selection of projects
for the Bank financing
in order to:
- create economically recoverable telemedicine system as an infrastructure of a modern health
care system in the BRICS member states which will provide accessibility and a uniform high
quality standard of medical service for 2.8 billion. people of the BRICS member states,
- provide quality medical services to the population, improvement of the quality of life,
increasing life expectancy, reducing infant and maternal mortality, ensure active aging, control
epidemics of contagious and non-contagious diseases, improve the human development index
in accordance with the UN and World Health Organization recommendations,
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- provide sustainable development in the BRICS member states and other developing countries,
- organize cooperation in the field of education, provide training and retraining of medical
and engineering personnel in the sphere of telemedicine, establish an international network of
experts in the sphere of telemedicine,

- research and develop including development of regulations, standards and harmonization of
legislation of the BRICS member states in the sphere of telemedicine

have concluded this Agreement as follows:

1. Subject of the Agreement.
1.1. The participants agreed to cooperate within the "International Telemedicine Society"

(hereinafter referred to as the “ITS”) to achieve the objectives set forth in the Preamble of this
Agreement.

2. Areas and forms of cooperation.

.

2.1. Cooperation within this Agreement includes the activities of the Participants in the main
areas of institutional, scientific, methodological, technical, human and other types of support for
the use of telemedicine, for establishment and operation of compatible integrated telemedicine
systems in the BRICS member states regions:

« analysis of the BRICS member states' health systems needs in cross-border telemedicine
consultations:

* definition of the most common nosology and necessary number of telemedicine
consultations;

* researchtoensure the legislative and regulatory framework of cross-border telemedicine
consultations and to make recommendations on the harmonization of the legislation of
the BRICS member states in the sphere of telemedicine;

« conduct fundamental and applied research in the sphere of information and
communication technologies for medicine, diagnosis of various diseases with the use
of telemedicine information technology,

» coordination of educational and methodical, scientific and design inventions, integration
and coordination of efforts of scientific and methodical teams and experts of the BRICS
member states in the sphere of telemedicine and health information;

* cooperation with national telemedicine systems of the BRICS member states, industrial,
scientific and educational organizations of the BRICS member states involved in the
development of mobile and stationary medical devices and other equipment with
telemedicine functions;

« participation in the legislative, regulatory and expert activity in the sphere of
telemedicine;

» research of the BRICS member states' needs in training of medical and technical
experts for development, implementation and operation of telemedicine systems at
various levels;

* training and retraining, development and implementation of educational programs
in telemedicine and health informatics; organization of cooperation in the sphere of
education with national telemedicine educational centers of the BRICS members
states, industrial, scientific organizations in the sphere of telemedicine;
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« development of educational standards/requirements in the field of training and retraining
of medical and technical experts and scientific personnel, technical standards in the
sphere of telemedicine, transfer (exchange) of data within telemedicine networks,
methodological regulations of the studies using telemedicine technologies and
promoting their adoption by the BRICS member states:

+ development of the Project concept and system architecture;

« creation of national telemedicine centers of the BRICS members states as part of the
compatible integrated telemedicine systems in the BRICS member states regions
providing secure transmission of information between telemedicine systems and
networks in the BRICS members states;

+ development of the necessary specifications of the telemedicine stationary and mobile
equipment for regional telemedicine systems that meet the requirements of the national
legislation of the BRICS members states and international standards for collection,
storage, processing and transmission of medical and management information;

« creation of an educational portal and International Education Center of the BRICS
members states in the sphere of telemedicine with the possibility to implement distance
learning technologies:

« organization of the ITS cooperation with specialized international organizations,
charity foundations and non-governmental organizations involved in telemedicine and
health informatics.

2.2. The ITS is not a legal entity. Participants act in accordance with their Charters, this
Agreement and other agreements concluded between individual participants and between
participants and third parties involved in realization of the individual projects, programs,
courses and other activities performed within the Project.

2.3. This Agreement does not bind the participants financially or materially and does not limit
their independence and autonomy to exercise its statutory activity. All decisions taken in
connection with the implementation of this Agreement and entailing any material consequences
or determine the procedure of realization of one kind or another activity of participants must
be finalized in the form of a supplementary agreement to this Agreement.

2.4. This Agreement determines general conditions and cooperation priority of the Participants.
Specific projects, programs and other activities or groups of activities within this Agreement
are implemented by the Participants based on additional agreements to this Agreement which
must solve financial issues of such projects, programs and activities.

3. Management scheme.

3.1.In order to coordinate the Participants efforts to implement this Agreement, the Participants
form the ITS Board for three years consisting of ten people composed of not more than two
representatives from each Participant acting on the basis of the Charter of the respective
Participant or power of attorney issued in accordance with the current legislation.
3.2. The ITS Board shall make all decisions subject to the consent of at least two thirds of the
members of the Board expressed at the meeting of the Board or submitted by a member of the
Board in writing form.
3.3. ITS Board:

« considers the issues related to the organization of cooperation of the Participants in the

implementation of this Agreement;
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+ develops recommendations for the education development in the sphere of telemedicine
and health information;

+ makes the decision to vets specific members of the Board with authority to present the
Participants interests in relations with state bodies, individuals and legal entities in order
to implement the Project, with the right to sign letters, appeals, contracts, agreements,
powers of attorney and other documents on behalf of the ITS if this right is stated in the
decision of the Board;

» makes a decision to assign functions of the Executive Secretary to one of the members
of the Board.

« discusses projects of joint programs, innovations, research and other activities the
Participants are interested in, drafts supplementary agreements to this Agreement to
implement them, hears the reports on their implementation;

 considers other issues related to coordination of activities of the Participants on the
implementation of this Agreement.

3.4. The ITS Board is convened by the Executive Secretary as required or at the request of the
Participant. The Board's meeting has a quorum if it is attended by at least one member of the
Board from each Participant.

3.5. All Participants have an equal number of votes in decision making irrespective of the
number of their representatives in the Board. The Executive Secretary has no right to vote
otherwise than as a representative of the respective Participant.

3.6. The current management and coordination of activities of the Participants on the Project
implementation is performed by the ITS Executive Secretary. He\she is elected from the
members of the Board for 2 years by a simple majority of votes of the Boards members. The
representative of the same Participant can not be elected as the ITS Executive Secretary for
more than 2 consecutive terms.

3.7. ITS Executive Secretary:

* convenes the Board and organizes its meetings:

« organizes the expert review of documents on behalf of the ITS;

» independently and on the basis of the Board members applications creates the agenda of
the meeting, prepares the necessary documents;

* organizes minutes of meetings and signs the minutes of the Board;s meetings:

« drafts letters, appeals and other documents on behalf of the Participants on the
implementation of the Project in accordance with the decisions of the ITS Board of
Directors for consideration of the ITS Board;

« performs other functions based on the ITS Board's decision.

3.8. Participants as well as governing bodies of the ITS have a right to use forms and seals with
symbols of ITS approved by the ITS Board. The procedure and terms of use of these forms,
seals and symbols are determined by decision of the ITS Board.

3.9 In order to participate in the management of ITS, the information about the meetings and
materials of the ITS Board meetings are sent to all Agreement Participants. Each Participant
shall be entitled to participate in the ITS Board, to submit its proposals and participate in their
discussion without the right to vote.

3.10. Election of new members of the ITS Board is held every three years after the expiration
of authority of the current ITS Board at the General Meeting of the authorized representatives
of the Participants by two-thirds of those present according to the rule: one organization - one
vote.
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4. Changes in the Agreement Participants.

4.1. Withdrawal of the Participant from the ITS is possible based on statement of the authorized
representative of the Participant directed to the ITS Executive Secretary at least 3 months
before the intended date of withdrawal. The ITS Executive Secretary shall promptly notify
all members of the ITS Board.

4.2. In case of the withdrawal of one Participant, the Agreement remains in force for the
remaining Agreement Participants.

4.3. The ITS is open for accession of other Participants based on a written application
of the authorized representative of a new Participant directed to the ITS Board, upon the
recommendation of one of the Board members subject to the consent of at least two thirds
of the Board members expressed at the meeting of the ITS Board or submitted by the Board
member in writing and formalized by the minutes of the ITS Board meeting.

4.4. The inclusion of the new Participant to the ITS is performed based on a decision of the
Board on admitting new Participant of the ITS by the conclusion of an Accession agreement to
the Agreement signed.by the Executive Secretary of the Board and authorized representative
of the new Participant.

5. Term of the Agreement

5.1. This Agreement shall enter into force upon the execution of this Agreement by all the
Participants named in this Agreement and shall be valid until terminated by either Participant.

6. Final provisions.

6.1. This Agreement does not change and does not limit any other treaties and agreements in
force between the Participants and shall not prevent the conclusion of individual contracts
and agreements between them on similar areas of activity.

6.2. This Agreement can be amended and supplemented by mutual consent of the Participants
by the signature of additional agreements which are an integral part of this Agreement.

6.3. The law governing the relationship of the Participants is the legislation of the Russian
Federation.

6.4. All disputes arising from this Agreement including with regard to its implementation,
breach, termination or invalidity thereof shall be referred to the Arbitration Court of Moscow.
6.5. This Agreement is made in five (5) copies in Russian and English languages, each copy
is identical and is of equal importance.
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SIGNATURES OF THE PARTICIPANTS

Russian Telemedicine Consortium

44-2 Vavilova street, Moscow, Russian 119333
tel. +7 (499) 135-62-60, +7(903) 722-75-15.
fax +7(495) 930-45-05

E-mail: ipiran(@ipiran.ru;
mnatenzon4(@gmail.com

~_/Natenzon M.Y./

/Melerzanov A.V./

/. - 7 ,} .
o )
¥ 4

/Sidelnikov K.V./

r_ [,%’f//’ ~c= -/ /Tsigankov V.S./
T

School of Telemedicine & Biomedical
Informatics National Resource Center,
Indian National Medical College Network,
SGPGIMS, Lucknow, India

skmishra@sgpgi.ac.in
skmishra 1956(@yahoo.com
Tele-Fax: 0522-2668777

Y “\_"\3 L Saroj Mishra/

University of KwaZulu-Natal
ph +27(0)31 260 4543
fax +27(0)31 260 4737
email mars@ukzn.ac.za

Brazilian Telemedicine University
Network RUTE / National Research and
Education Network RNP

Tel.: 55(27) 3329-1944 / 55(27) 99223-0227
www.rute.rnp.br
luiz.messina/@rute.rnp.br

/ {’f /l\x : k/ K ——" /Luiz Messina/
j / {

Advanced Research Institute, Chinese
Academy of Sciences

Email: liulzi@sari.ac.cn

Address: Floor 5, Building Block 1, No. 99 HaiKe
Road, Zhangliang Hi-Teck Park, Shanghai,
201210, China

A /) ; i o
iy 248 Y ) ( ./{: {{ii 3
v T j /LiZhuang LIU/

/
Department of Car&z()thoracic Surgery
University Telemedicine Research Centre
University of Limpopo South Africa
Tel: +27 824589968
+27 152975345
+27 15 2875000
Ext: 5858 / 5862
E-mail: ctslimpopo/@vodamail.co.za
: >d@vodamail.co.za
riagmail.com

/ Prof. Carl John Landauer/

huphuka Kings International (PTY) Ltd
Tel: +27 82 220 1540
] +27 31301 2982
fax 086 297 8355
email drmdluli@mail.ru
skaype musamdluli

7 /

: )
, Q_‘gl)r, Musawenkosi E. Mdluli /
Chairman / CEO
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